
 
 

Questions for Application and Fellowship  

 

MY STORY 

 

1. Have you ever been falsely accused of sin you knew you did not commit?  How did you 

handle that situation?  Or, have you ever seen an example of someone else in such a 

situation?  What happened?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUICK REVIEW 

 

Job 27-31 contains the “closing arguments” of this suffering man of God.   Job’s three friends 

have terribly asserted the theology of divine retribution to Job.  They repeatedly said all his 

suffering was the result of ongoing, unconfessed sin.  Yet the LORD affirmed the blamelessness 

and godliness of Job’s life (Job 1:1, 8; 2:3).   

 

These chapters contain Job’s final words before God shows up.  In chapters 27-28, he speaks to 

the three friends.   In chapters 29-31, he makes his defense before the Lord.   

 

This weekend’s message focused on how Job “turned the tables” on his friends, warning them 

that they may face God’s judgment for their sin of slander. 

 

 

Read Job 27:1-23 

 

1. Job takes his stand (27:1-11) 

 

2. Job turns the tables (27:12-23) 

 

 

 

 

Was any point in this weekend’s message particularly challenging, encouraging or helpful for 

you?     

 

Why did God want you to hear this message now? 

 

“The Turning of the Tables” 

Job 27:1-31:40 – November 1, 2020 
 



 

DIGGING DEEPER 

 

 

1. One of the complexities of the book of Job is the matter of God’s judgment upon personal 

acts of sin.  Job’s story reveals that not all calamity is God’s retribution upon personal, 

ongoing transgression, as was believed in the ancient world.  Does that mean that God 

does not judge sin in this world?  What tension do we find in John’s gospel?  How can 

we understanding these things for our lives? 

 

John 5:13-15 

John 9:1-3  

 

 

 

2. Read Job 27:6.  Job holds on to his righteousness through this book.  Christians must 

beware the delusion of “self-righteousness,” yet righteousness is required for entrance 

into the holiness of heaven.  And, righteousness should be visible in the Christian life.  If 

we are not “self-righteous,” how does righteousness work?  What do these passages teach 

us? 

 

 Luke 18:9-14 

 Romans 3:10-12, 21-25; 4:2-5 

 I Corinthians 1:30-31 

 II Corinthians 5:21 

 Ephesians 4:20-24 

I Peter 2:24 

 

 

 

3. Job was standing against the prevailing theology of his day, the “retribution theology” 

we’ve heard so much about in this series.  Martin Luther also stood against the prevailing 

doctrine of his day, as did the numerous theologians of the Protestant Reformation, which 

we celebrate on October 31.  Have you ever been in a position of defending biblical 

doctrine against distortion?   Where is false doctrine happening in our day?  What 

encouragement do you find in Jude 1:3-4? 

  

 

 

 

4. Job 31 is a remarkable expression of Job’s heart as he pursues the path of sanctification, 

that is, growth in holiness.   What elements of Job’s speech in that chapter most resonate 

with your heart?   Where do you need God’s grace to overcome sin?    

 


